
 

 

Otter Class Back to School Night 

August 22, 2018 

 
Otter Class, Room 405 

Ms. Emily & Ms. Nichole 

e.dinunzio@cacmp.org  
 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome to the Otter Class, and thank you for coming tonight. I am very 

excited to have the opportunity to be working with your children this year. We 

have been very busy getting to know one another, while learning classroom 

expectations and setting goals for the year. In this packet you will find 

information about our classroom and what can be expected this year. Thank 

you for your help and support as we begin the new school year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ms. Emily  

 

Daily Schedule 

Students refer to this schedule every morning. It may be modified to 

accommodate special projects, events, guests, assemblies, birthdays, and/or 

field trips. 

 

8:20-8:45 Drop Off, Attendance, Morning Meeting 

8:45-9:15 Morning Movement 

9:30-11:45 Morning Work Time (which may include) 

 Group and Individual Lessons 

 Leveled Math and Language practice 

 SRA reading comprehension program 

 Spelling / Handwriting 

 Computer 

 Practical Life 

12:00-1:00 Lunch and Recess 

1:00-1:20  Silent Reading or Group Reading 

1:30-2:30 Cultural Lesson and Activities 

2:30-3:00 Care of Environment, Closing Circle, Car Loop 

 

**Extra Curricular’s: 

Monday—P.E. 10:20 – 11:10 am 

Tuesday—Art 1:00 - 1:45 pm 

 

Thursday—P.E. 1:15 – 2:05 pm 

Friday—Library 1:00 – 2:00 pm
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On PE days (Monday and Thursday) please have your child wear athletic shoes, 

it is crucial for his/her participation. Please bring a water bottle as well! 

 

 

Classroom and School Information 

 

Drop off and Pick up 

 For parents who drop off and pick up at the loop we ask that you observe all of the 

safety rules-no passing cars in the loop, no parking in the loop, and making a second 

loop if your child is not out when you pull up. We do our best to get children out to the 

loop ASAP but occasionally we are running a little late. Please know that we are doing 

our best and we will wait with the children until they are picked up. 

 

For parents who drop off and pick up at the classroom or gate we ask that if you need 

to speak to a teacher that you wait until after school when all of the other students 

have been picked up. We truly want to answer all of your questions and we want to 

do so with our full attention and the most effective time for that is after the other 

children have been picked up.  

 

Snacks 

Healthy snacks are very important in helping children be successful learners 

throughout the day and so we ask that every child bring their own healthy snack to 

school each day.  

 

Lunch 

Lunch is also very important in helping children be successful learners. Please be sure 

to pack a full lunch. Keep in mind to pack extra snacks if your child attends an after-

school program! 

 

Medications 

 Student medications must be kept in the office with a note from your child’s doctor. 

For safety reasons children are not allowed to have medicines of any sort-including 

cough drops with them or in their lunch or backpack.  
      

 

Birthdays 

 We celebrate your child’s birthday on or as close to the date of their birth date as 

possible. We sing a special Montessori Birthday song and your child does a “walk 

around the sun” for every year. Your child also has the opportunity to bring in a treat to 

share. If you choose to bring one; please bring enough to share with 22 students. 

Healthy, low processed/sugar snacks are preferred.  

 

 

 



 

 

Otter of the Week 

We start “Otter of the Week” as soon as school starts. We will try to select a week that 

coincides with your child’s birthday. If your child has a summer birthday we will assign 

them a week. Your child will have special responsibilities like helping the teachers with 

daily activities—including calendar, leading closing circle, being line leader, and 

more. The “Otter of the Week” will be asked to bring in 3-4 items that are special to 

him/her to place in our Me Museum display case. Great share items are educational 

and informative—may include pictures, favorite books, small trophies, or anything else 

that is unique and special to share. These items will remain on display for a week.  

 

Classroom Assignments & Homework 

Each child will be assigned a weekly work plan. It will list the individual jobs and lessons 

he or she will participate in. These are kept in a work plan folder so the children can 

have them during our morning work time, and are signed off by one of the teachers 

when the job is complete. These work plans will be kept in the classroom to be shared 

with parents during conferences, and to be used as an assessment tool.  

 

Spelling will begin the week of September 10th.  The 6-9 classes will not be 

sending out homework packets this year. Spelling will be available on our 

website and we suggest flash cards for math facts practice.  It is recommended 

that your child practice spelling and math facts nightly.  In addition to spelling 

and math facts, please have your child complete 15 minutes of Rosetta Stone a 

week and twenty minutes of reading a night.  The one assignment we will be 

sending home every month is a “Practical Life Bingo Card,” with a journal.  

Please help your child complete the activities and write a summary of their 

weekly experience.  The cards and journals will be due on the last Friday of the 

month. 
 

Field Trips 

We are currently working on setting up field trips for this year. We will provide 

information as we set dates for these trips. Please refer to the attached sheet for 

volunteer clearance information. To guarantee the success of our field trips and/or 

events we need our volunteers/drivers to get cleared as soon as possible. Students are 

encouraged to wear a CMP logo shirt on field trip days. 

 Bishop Pumpkin Patch Field Trip: Tuesday, October 16th  

 B-Street Theatre, Charlotte’s Webb, Friday, March 15th  

 More TBD soon! 

 

Parents in the Classroom and Communication 

Parent involvement is a key component in building our campus community. We will 

offer opportunities for you to get involved and earn parent participation hours. After 

we have reached normalization (a 6-8 week process in which children are getting 

acquainted with teachers and fellow students, and routine) parents who are cleared 

may assist in the classroom.  



 

 

 

 Initial Parent-teacher Meetings will be scheduled on August 29th, 30th and 31st 

(early release days) to get to know one another and discuss specific goals you 

would like to see your child achieve this year. It is the parents responsibly to sign 

up for a scheduled time during those days.  

 

 Parent-teacher conferences are held twice a year (November 7-9 & 

March 20-22). It is the parent’s responsibility to sign up for a scheduled 

conference time on the conference sign-up sheet. The goal of the 

conference is to strengthen communication between school and family.  

 

If you need to communicate with me, please reach out via email. A classroom 

newsletter will be posted to the website bi-weekly to keep you informed of activities, 

due dates, field trips, assignments, etc. In order to reduce the amount of paper use, 

our newsletters and other handouts will be posted on the CMP-Carmichael Campus 

website (www.cacmp.org). Important dates are listed on the school calendar and 

classroom newsletter.  
 

Guidance and Positive Discipline 

Our philosophy is based on respect and community. We believe that adults must 

be the models for the behavior they wish to elicit from the children. We 

recognize the dignity and worth of every human being within our class. We want 

the children to intrinsically develop a positive self-image and respect for 

themselves, others and the environment.  

 

The goal of positive discipline is to guide a child in modifying his/her behaviors 

that allows them to learn and adapt their behaviors to meet expectations in the 

classroom. A reminder or redirection is the first approach in helping a child 

correct their behavior. Students are also encouraged to actively think about 

how to make better choices in their environment. CMP’s guidelines are Be Safe, 

Be Respectful, and Be Responsible. By using the Montessori Principles of Respect 

of Self, Respect of Others and the Environment, Grace and Courtesy and 

Control of Movement, students develop a strong sense of community and self-

discipline.  

http://www.cacmp.org)/

